
 Visit the NYSA web-site: www.nysastrings.org.uk 
 

ÒÉthe National Youth Strings Academy sets the standard for string orchestras for young playersÓ 
The Strad, October 2005. 
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2007 was a busy year for NYSA and everyone in the whole organisation gav e of their best.  
NYSA staff worked with a total of 105 young players during the course of the yearÕs activities.  

 
 

Senior NYSA Course dates 2008:  
    March 29 to April 3   Woodbridge School                                                                            July 25 to August 1st   Purcell School  
 

Summer Concert: Friday 1 st  August, St JamesÕs Church, Piccadilly, London. Conductor: Damian Iorio.  
 

The National Youth Strings Academy, a company limited by guarantee. 
Registered office: One Silk Street, London EC2Y 8HQ, 
registered in England no 5482194. Charity no 1110462. 

 
 

 
Zaynab Martin ( double bass)  2005-2007 
 
 
 

Senior NYSA Courses 2007:  Music s tudied on the Easter course (Woodbridge School) provided 
the cornerstone for the yearÕs programmes. Pieces included WaltonÕs ÔSonata for StringsÕ and 
TchaikovskyÕs ÔSouvenir de FlorenceÕ. For the first time, Pilates sessions were organised for all 
students , which was very well received. The new Conducting classes proved popular. All NYSA 
members for 2007 were circulated with a form to take part.15 students took up the opportunity 
and enjoyed excellent tuition from Levon Parikian. Ruth McElvanney (Woodbridge  School) 
showed herself a promising conductor and is keen to develop this skill further, especially as 
she is planning to go on to University to study music. She is supported in her interest in 
conducting by her school, Woodbridge School, where opportuniti es have been offered for her 
to conduct groups in the Music department.  
 
The Summer course (St JohnÕs School, Leatherhead) built on the work done at Easter, 
preparing two programmes for concerts in London and Italy. The concert at St JamesÕs Church, 
Picca dilly was enthusiastically received and there were some lovely moments, although there 
were a few problems with the recording due to technical hiccups and outside noise. The Walton 
Sonata is a testing piece for the orchestra and they managed very well, ind eed.  
 
The Ischia/Capri concerts went well, the Capri concert being particularly impressive. Although 
utterly fantastic places to visit, the concert venues in Italy were difficult as all three were open 
air Ð the Ischia venue was more taxing than Capri Ð acoustically very hard work and not really 
the best for a string orchestra. However, there was a lot to be learned by players about how to 
change various playing techniques to combat the problems of playing in the open air including 
how to become expert at dealing with clothes pegs! At Capri, Sir Neville Marriner commented 
that Òit was like dealing with a group of professionals Ð they coped with everything thrown at 
them without turning a hair.Ó Sir Neville was absolutely marvellous throughout, joining in wi th 
everyone and everything and spending lots of ÔqualityÕ time with NYSA members in rehearsals 
as well as socially. They are very lucky to have had such an opportunity Ð they played the 
Walton Sonata at La Mortella, where Sir William Walton had composed it , conducted by the 
conductor who had commissioned it Ð for the Academy of St Martin in the fields -  having been 
coached by musicians Ð ex-principals of ASM  who had taken part in its first performance Ð  
how much more do you want?  



Intermediate NYSA course dates for 2008:  
Jan 2 - 4 (Woodbridge School) April 3 - 6 (Woodbridge School) July 18 - 21 (Ripon Cathedral Choir School) August 18 - 21 (Queenswood School)  
 
 
The first ever Intermed iate NYSA course  

took place at Queenswood School in August.  

17 players,aged 10 Ð 14, attended. The group 

worked out perfectly re the spread of 

instruments and abilities. At the start, although 

all players had a playing standard of Gr. 5 -7,  

they found playing together as a group quite a 

challenge. It says something about what 

everyone achieved in less than four full days 

that, in the final demonstration to parents, we 

felt sufficiently confident in them to let them 

play the first section of a Boyce Trio Sonata 

unconducted Ð and they stayed together! There 

was a general feeling that these courses should 

happen every school holidays.  

The Treasure Hunt organised by housestaff 

was most successful in breaking the ice for 

these youngsters, some of whom had never 

before been away from home without their 

families. Bop-It proved such a popular leisure 

activity that the whole group was involved in a 

Bop-It Tournament with surprising results.  

A most enjoyable start to a new course which is 

set to develop far and wide in 2008. 

Establishing Intermediate NYSA Courses across the UK is the exciting project for 2008.  

 
The aim of the Intermediate Course is to help students at a critical stage of their musical development to 

ÔMake ConnectionsÕ between all the different musical experiences open to them. Understanding that 

theory, aural and physical response to rhythm all come together at the point where performance begins, 

is an eye-opener for young players. At a time in their lives when the demands of progressing on an 

instrument are warring with increased expectation academically, they need to understand how to connect 

everything together effectively to achieve maximum development for time spent practising. 

 
The Norfolk String Day was a collaboration between the Norfolk Music Service and NYSA. Forty-two young 

string-players from the Norfolk County Music Service attended the NYSA String Day held at Norwich 

Professional Development Centre, on  Wednesday 14
th

 February 2007. The day started at 10 am and finished at 4 

pm. The schedule included Kodaly and Dalcroze sessions, sectional rehearsals with NYSA tutors and full 

rehearsals. Despite some concerns before the event, there were plenty of rooms and the venue proved successful. 

The Kodaly and Dalcroze sessions were very well received. The players worked well together although there 

were some players outside the agreed range of Grades 3-6. There were positive comments about progress re 

intonation and playing together from Norfolk staff present through the day. Parents were most enthusiastic at the 

final play-through. Student comments on the Evaluation Forms suggested that a lot was gained from the chance 

to play together in a large string group; that sectional work had been most helpful and that the Dalcroze /Kodaly 

sessions had been much enjoyed. Music staff felt that the day had been useful; good progress had been made and 

many students had seemed enthused by the day.  The day’s work centred around the Rawsthorne ‘ Light Music 

for Strings’ chosen because it offered something interesting for each section to work on as well as highlighting 

the difficulties of playing dotted rhythms successfully as a group. 
Thanks must go to Rob Ferris and Julia Goehr (Norfolk Music Service) for their huge  contribution to the success of 
this day.  



Contact Viviane Ronchetti: e-mail: director@nysastrings.org.uk   Tel: 01728 605917 
 

Gratias 

Sir Neville Marriner - Levon Parikian - Lady Susannah Walton - Peter Adams - Roger Garland - John Gray - Andrew McGee - Jonathan Strange 
Caroline Howard - Carol Parker - Anne Wakefield - Judy Anderson -  Helen Nendick - Ben Wakefield 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
     

Patrons: Sir Neville Marriner, CBE; Mark Elder, CBE; Diana Fry;  Dr Jane Glover, CBE;  Ivey Dickson, OBE;   David Takeno. 

Sponsors: Barbara Whatmore Charitable Trust; The Coln Trust; HSBC Insurance Services; John Lewis Partnership; MBF; SFIA 

Trustees: Charles Clark; Richard Davison; Carolyn Parrish; Viviane Ronchetti; Moira Smith; David Woodhead 
 

                    
 

 

Valete  
Sarah Ash - James Greenfield - Philippa Goodall - Nicola Hicks - Alexandra Kanapina -  Zaynab Martin -  Hannah McLorinan  

Sam  Parker - Patrick Rutland - Eva Shearman - Philippa Thomas -  Sarah Watts-Tibbatts -  Sabina Wallace-King – Elizabeth Wiltshire  

Patrick Rutland Eva Shearman 

 

 

 
 

 

   


